


 
  
  
would free up valuable land and financial resources by connecting fringe parking areas to 
important activity centers. As most know, structured parking in Ann Arbor is very expensive and 
costs up to $60,000 per stall. Bus, railway and street car forms of mobility all could play a vital 
role in the future of transportation in Ann Arbor and our region.”  
  
During the event, the Mayor outlined several key elements of his transportation vision, including 
an East-West Regional Transit that would link the central core of Ann Arbor, such as the 
Downtown, University of Michigan Central Campus and the University of Michigan Health 
System, with communities in Southeast Michigan. He also explained a possible North-South Rail 
connection that could utilize existing railways between Ann Arbor, Milan and Howell, including 
portions of the Ann Arbor Railroad and TSB Railway’s operating territory. Finally, a local 
connector system could connect the two regional railroads and be the spine that links the city to 
the region. A local and modern streetcar system could run from west to east through the 
downtown, across the main campus, medical complex and north campuses of the University of 
Michigan.         
  
“In order to continue the smart growth of our community it is essential that we use all of our 
existing infrastructure before we build more,” said Mayor Hieftje. “Part of this vision entails 
capitalizing on existing resources and building new partnerships. For instance, thanks to Louis 
Ferris and the TSB Railway we now have a very cooperative partner in the railroad business and 
we look forward to establishing high-speed convenient travel along this corridor. Imagine with 
me a vision where commuters can walk, bike or ride a convenient local transit service or park 
and ride to access a comfortable, quick, reliable, stress-free commute into Ann Arbor and 
beyond.”   
  
To learn more about the Mayor’s vision for transportation in Ann Arbor, visit www.a2gov.org. 
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